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Abstract

This study examines the issue of international legal protection for Al-Agsa
Mosque against Israeli occupation violations within the framework of
international law. The central problem addressed in this research focuses
on the legal basis for protecting Al-Agsa Mosque from Israeli violations
and how the Israeli occupation, which infringes upon these legal norms and
international treaties, can be held accountable. Additionally, the study
exploresthe extentto which the Israeli occupation preserves the prevailing
status quo at Al-Agsa Mosque, the legal responsibilities of the Israeli
occupationas an occupyingpower, and the legal characterization of these
violations under international law.

To address these questions and achieve the study's objectives, the
researcher hasadopteda combination of descriptive, analytical, historical,
and inductive methodologies. To fulfill the intended purpose, the study has
been divided into three chapters.

The introductory chapter examines the legal conceptual framework of
religious sites as cultural property by exploring the concept of cultural
property, the notion and evolution of international legal protection for
religious sites as cultural property, and the general rules governing the
protection of religious sites as cultural property during both peacetime and
periods of war, including armed conflict and military occupation.

The first chapter is dedicated to examining the legal framework for the
protection of Al-Agsa Mosque under international law. This requires an
analysis of the international legal status of both Jerusalem and Al-Agsa
Mosque, which will be conducted by reviewing their legal standing before
and after the 1967 war.

Subsequently, the study delves into the international legal protection of
Jerusalem and Al-Agsa Mosque as established in international treaties and
resolutions, including the pertinent resolutions issued by the United
Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. Additionally,
bilateral agreements such as the Jordanian-Israeli Peace Treaty (Wadi
Araba Agreement) and the Jordanian-Palestinian agreement for the
protection and defense of Al-Agsa Mosque (the Custodianship Agreement
on the Holy Sites in Jerusalem) will be examined .



Following this, the chapter highlights Israeli occupation violation of the
rules of international protection of Al-Agsa Mosque, identifying both
direct and indirect forms of Israeli violations and providing an international
legal characterization of these breaches.

The second chapter discusses international responsibility for Israeli
occupation violation of the legal protection rules of Al-Agsa Mosque, as
well as the judicial bodies competent to address crimes involving the
desecration of the mosque, such as the International Court of Justice and
the International Criminal Court.

Additionally, the chapter examines international legal mechanisms for the
protection of Al-Agsa Mosque, international cooperation through the
promotion of bilateral negotiations and the fight against the illicit
trafficking of cultural property. Furthermore, it highlights the role of

international organizations, such as UNESCO and the International
Committee of the Red Cross, in safeguarding Al-Agsa Mosque.
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